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Context is Critical 

 Program impacts between street-based and brothel-based 
sex workers exhibit some significant differences, 
emphasizing the critical importance of understanding 
context (structures of the work environment, power 
relations, norms) in program design and implementation. 

The Importance of Intimate Relationships 

 Programs should better understand links between 
empowerment/sexual practices in intimate partnership and 
empowerment/sexual practices in the sex trade – especially 
in relation to how violence and gender norms at home 
affect sexual practices in the workplace. 

The Power and Limits of Sex Worker Organizations: While sex 
worker organizations clearly contributed to sex workers’ 
empowerment, our analysis also raised a number of issues:  

 Limits to sex worker organizations’ abilities to confront 
powerful actors within the sex worker community. 

 Dangers of co-optation as group leaders form closer 
relations with powerful external actors (e.g. police). 

 Long-term issues of governance within groups. 

 The power of sex worker organizations and other powerful 
actors to control access to sex workers, influencing flow of 
funds, program design and ability to critically examine 
sensitive topics such as the situation of bonded sex workers. 

 Multiple Forms of Power 

 We should take into account different forms of power and 
how they relate to needs and aspirations of different groups 
(e.g. different sex worker groups prefer different 
approaches to addressing social attitudes toward sex work – 
in our program strategy should one approach be privileged 
over the other? What are the effects if so?). 
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