
Key outputs of COVA W: 

OYtput 1: Increased understanding of gender norms, 
practices and behaviors regarding marriage 
that contribute to VAW. 

Output 2:Toolsfor determining social and economic 
costs of VAW developed, tested and disemi- 
nated 

Otnput 3: Behavior Change Communications (BCC) 
campaign preventing VAW developed and 
implemented. 

Output 4: S ~ b l  and economic costs of VAW influence: 
national budgets, PRSP, passage and implmen 
tation of proposed D o m s ~ c  Violence Bill. 
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Background: 
With this backdrop COVAW is desiqned to understand and Where It is Implemented. 

Bangladesh has one of the highest rates of domestic 
vkknce in the world. Violence here is often attributed to 
patriarchal attitudes that promote male control and domi- 
nance in relationships with women and violelxe,viewed as 
a personal matter that should k resolved privately within 
the family. A UNFPA study in Bangladesh titled "An Assess- 
ment of Male Attitude Tmards Violence Against Women", 
revealed that 65% of men consider violence against 
women justified, 38% are unsure as to what constitutes 
physical violence and 40% are in favor of keeping women 
socially dormant and subjugated A recent pilot study of 
Naripokkho in Bangladesh shows that out of 7!9 women 
admitted in Dhaka Medical College Hospital, 63% had 
sustained their injuries at home. This fact was further 
supported by findings from police station where at least 
60% of the cases reported also occurred within women's 
own homes. Another study based on cases reported at 
polilce stations reported that 66% of perpetrators of 
domestic violence stemmed from within famity. 

C a t  of violence against women (COVAW) is a new Innma- 
tiv@ initiative of CARE Bangladesh funded by USAID to 
address gender equality and empowerment ofvuom,m 
of the key cEevelopment goals of Bangladesh gwrnment 
through gender-transformative behavior ctcarwp i n t e m  
h seeking impact on national plans, policies and 
budgets. 

What is new at COVAW; 

Over the past decade development actors have made 
serious efforts to address VAW in Bangladesh. However, 
these efforts haw k n  largely based on raising awareness 
and reducing harm after the incidence of violence, thus a 
violence prevention focus was limited. Moreover, it has been 
largely centered on m e n .  Involving men as key stake- 
holders to address the root causes of violence and the 
criticality of its comprehensive management that requires 
recognizing certain established cultural practice and under- 

analyze the link' between ~ ~ w - a n d  power dynamics, 
gender rranw, behavior and practices in marriage that 
contribute to viooknce. It is largely based on CARE 
Ba~l&sh*s experience working for the empowerment af 
women over the part two decades highlighting VAW. It 
seeks to determine the social and economic cost of VAW 
and use this information for a better understanding of how 
tfte casts af this violence actwlly ham ind'lviduals,families 
and cammurlitks and the state at large. Evidence drawn 
from the analysis will be D& to suppart a behavior 
change cmmuniatiori [BCC] campaign pronwttjrtg 
equitable and positive roles and relationships between 
men and women. The findings of the cost analysis repart 
will be used to involve the community with the objective 
of lnvotving men women and other key institutions to take 
r~ponsibitity to end violence against women. 

G u 4  To p m t  wiimce against wwnen by contrtbuting 
m tdwvScrr change Featmi to gender norms, practices and 
Mavi9ws regarding marriage. 

Objective 1; Increase understadmg and awlpis among 
eomrnunitles, W s  and government about 
the link between VAW and gender n m  
practices a d  behaviors regarding marriage, 

42b)ecdw 2: Determine the social and economic cost of 
VAW to hdiwiduals, families, communities, 
and the state, and the cmt to elewlopment 
agendas. 

OZljecttvr 3: evidence on the social and economic 
cost of VAW to design a behavior and social 
change carnpaign,and inflwnce national 
level policy-maken to build a more enabling 
environment to preveftt VAW. 

COVAW initiative uses current projects funded by USAlD 
and the EC as an entry point to work with community 
based organizations in three districts for the period of 
October 2008 to September 201 1. These are: D najpur, 
Sunarnganj and Tangail with a coverage of 24 villages, 
targeting a population of approximately 30,004) beneficia- 
ries. 

Society of UDDOG in Dinajpur 
Jaintia Shinnornul Sangstha (Jashis) in Sunaqanj 
South Asia Partnerships, Bangladesh (SAP-B) in Soutern 
Bangladesh 

lying gender dynamics was missing. 


